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(By Chas. H. Schwartz). 
"Will you do something for me J 
Some night when it is dark and the 
sky is full of stars, will you stand 
with uncovered head and let the god 
of your youth whisper to you in the 
sighing of the night windt I believe 
some of your early faith will be re- 
itored. I know you don't like to 
hear of these things, but I can't help 
mentioning them, and I know you will 
be bones! with youroelf nnd your 

The above is an extract from the 
letter of a friend of my childhood 
days. For her benefit, and others of 
my Christian friends and relatives, 
who are good hearted and well mean- 
ing persons, T am writing this article. 
I will endenvor to make my views on 
religion generally, and Christianity in 
particular, so plain that there will 
never more be any question in regard 
to my belief. 

My religion is to love my fellow- 
man, to hate tyranny, hypocrncy, pre- 
vari ation and superstition. To do all 
the good I can here and now. ** 
help the unfortunate by word 
deed and not shirk my share of the 
toil and grief that falls to the lot of 
mortal man. 

I believe that nature is the com- 
mon mother of us all. We know not 
whence we came nor whither we go. 
We have no proof or assurance 
life beyond the grave. We should do 
the best we can here and now. the f 
ture will care for itself. 

Early in life T - as a good Sundi 
school boy. T was brought up in tl 
nurture and admonition of a Camp- 
bellite god. Tn spite of this excellent 
(1) early training T begnn to doubt 
at the age of fourteen, when an im- 
pious uncle placed in my hands a copy 
of the "Age of Reason." Tt was the 
first Freethought book T had ever seen 
and T became an ardent Tnfidel while 
reading it. That book was the means, 
through its conversion of myself, of 
making unbelievers of rav parents and 
brothers with one exception. Not one 
has even gone back 
the twenty-five yean 
ed since the Age of 1 
into our home. 
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fountain of truth, a few years lat( 
passed into the great beyond, lmvir 
been mangled in a cotton gin in tl 
sunny Southland. If there be a her 
after he be mine the worse off fi 

true to his friends and ideals an 
frank and unhypociilical in his m 
belief or infidelity. If there t 
no hereafter, he is just as well off 
as any Christinn, however devout and 
pious he or she may have been. 

I do not know that he ever harmed 
any one in this world, though he did 
sometimes among the "Unco guid" 
by his persistence in hunting ami 
fishing on the Sabbath, and his funny 
stories adopted from the Bible. He 
had a way of making folks laugh 
when he told the story of the flood; 



Old Mrs. Potiphor, Abram and Sarah 
his wife, who was fair to look upon, 
and Abemilek, King of Gerer. Folks 
didn't wear long faces, jump up and 
down and howl for mercy when he 
talked religion. 

All this impressed me wonderfully. 
I wasn't long in discovering that 
Freethought was a religion of good 
cheer and happiness, of Liberty. 
Truth and Love. 

I saw that tha old brands of ortho- 
doxy I had been taught from child- 
hood had a tendency to narrow one's 
mind, and to create envy, dissension 
and strife. 

The Campbellite said one must be 
"soused clean under" in baptism; 
the Dunkard, "souse 'em thrice, face 
foremost;" the Methodist, "baptize 
'em any old way, so yon get 'em into 
the church; the Catholics insisted on 
sprinkling with holy water, whatever 
that is, at five dollars an ounce and 
the priest take the m 

I wasn't long in discovering that 
every piona toil of Adam had a dif- 
heaven, and insisted 
as the smoothest, 
and in many in- 
ly true road to ever- 
iat the average priest 
teacher) would lie and 
lil every- 
" truth 

,f his wonderful (t) 
scheme of salvation. The more T read 
of Christianity, the surer I was that 
these were the only tactics possible, 
for the church was built upon the 
sands of superstition and falsehood 
and was doomed to fall despite the 
efforts of the priesthood to save th< 
world for Christ. 

I found that what was known t< 
the civilized world as Christianity 
was simply a man made religion like 
all others — a special creation of man 
himself to hold in subjection his 
weaker brother man. 

I have found that policy Christian- 
ity is the favorite brand with all those 
who have "an ax to grind, " as it 
were: that most Christians are such 
for revenue only, and not from sin- 




T believe that no greater set of 
hypocrites, liars and general A1 grand 
rascals ever disgraced a Christian na- 
tion than many of our public ser- 
vants, regardless of creed, cult or 
craft. For fifty years they have in 
true orthodox fashion legislated the 
wealth of the land into the hands of a 
favorite few and left the many miser- 
able, poor and unfortunate brethren 
to poverty, sorrow and starvation, 
that Dives might put flftv thousand 
dollar doors on million dollar church- 
es in which to worship a god who was 
born under mvsterions circumstances 
in a sheep stable. 

Little towns all over the land are 
supporting three or four ministers, 
feeding them on the "fatted calf" 
and ynllcr chicken," clothing them in 
fine raiment, and educating their im- 
pudent progeny, while the children of 
the poor are clothed in rags, grow up 
in ignorance and die in povertv and 
despair. 

Such is Christianity. Such is the 
Christ inn conception of a god; that 
he wills all just as it is on earth to- 
day. 

T have no respect for such a god, 
but I love my brother man. Man is 
a reality, but the god of Christianity 
is a myth, an imposition, an outrage 
and reflection on the intelligence of 
every one who believes in such a mon- 
ster. 

Since Eve loved the "gentlemanly 
serpent, not wisely but too well," the 
world has been cursed by too ranch 
god, and since that time woman has 
been a slave to both god and man. 

St. Paul, whoever he was. the alleg- 
>d founder of militant Christianity, 
issued the edict: "Woman learn in 
silence and subjection from your hus- 
ls." Aye, even god himself pro- 
nounced his 



thy desire shall be unto thy husband 
and he shall rule over thee." This 
curse was pronounced upon Eve be- 
cause she dared to investigate the 
science of Eugenics, and could tell a 
man when she saw one. It is but na- 
tural Eve should prefer the society 
of the intelligent and fearless Mr. 
Satan to that of the ignorant and 
stupid landscape ganderer, Old Man 
Adam. 

One consolation is left woman. Eve 
was the brains of the family. Adam 
hadn't sense enough to come out of 
In spite of the alleged in- 
feriority of woman, she has a decided 
advantage and monopoly of goodness 
ever man. I believe woman is gener- 
illy good, not because of her subjec- 
tion to man, but in spite of it. Man 
can thank his sister, woman, for what 
little virtue and goodness there is in 
the great he-world. 

The clergy have passed the choice 
saying of St. Paul down the centuries 
and today we find woman listening in 
"silence and subjection" to hypocri- 
tical sky-pilots while the world is 
plunging deeper and deeper into mis- 
ery and pious rascality. 

T will greatly mnltiplv thy sorrow 
and thy conception, in sorrow shalf 
thou bring forth children, saith the 
Lord Ood unto woman. I am accused 
of blasphemy for entertaining certain 
views in regard to the "cause of all 
things," or Ood if yon please, but 
what manner of man must he have 
been who makes his god enrse woman 
in her noblest function, that of moth- 
erhood. 

I do not believe Ood ever conversed 
with Eve or any one else on any sub- 
ject whatever. There is no such Ood. 
I believe those stories were made and 
circulated by the priesthood to cause 
the ignorant masses to fear what they 
were taught to believe was a God. 
The fear of the unknown was ever 
fostered by the priesthood of every 
nation as an effective means of gov- 
erning the illiterate masses. 

The Jews were the only people who 
were ever on speaking terms with Ood. 
When the Roman Catholics made the 
acquaintance of the holy family 
hovah retired from active service and 
the pope has been managing for him 
admirably ever since. 

I have the principal writings of all 
the great religions teachers or foun- 
ders of religions, and find that all 
those before Christianity, except the 
Jews, were humane in their ' 
of heretics, or those who differed 
with them in belief. It remained for 
the worshipers of one Ood, one 
and a ghost to butcher and burn 
ery one who did not subscribe to their 
creed or cult. 

The Jews did it by express com- 
mand of Ood himself, see Numbers 
31st chapter, and the storv of bloodv 
Joshua. The Christians did it. and 
for a thousand years the world was 
at the mercy of the hordes of sanc- 
tified anarchists. 

Mahomet founded a belief in one 
Ood. and rivers of blood were shed 
in the proportion of it. Even today 
hundreds of "Christian dogs" are be- 
ing butchered in the name of Allah. 

The Greek Catholics in Russia are 
also busily engaged in an attempt to 
annihilate the decendants of the pa- 
trearchal fathers who save them their 
graft and srod. 

The Mormons began it. and the 
fact that the manv branches of Chris- 
tian belief objected to having their 
chattels secretly murdered, alone put 

quietus to the "Danites of the Sier- 

John Alexnnder Dowie would have 
slain the multitudes in Chicago and 
New York had he dared. 

The ship of Zion has sailed through 
as of blood since the day Cain slew 
s brother Able with a rotton carrot. 
Oold has b»en the god of the priest- 
hood since the time when Moses and 
Aron. with true Jewish instinct, cor- 
nered that metal by having it all cast 
into one chunk, and then confiscating 
it to their own satisfaction and profit. 

Luther's reformation was the be- 
ginning of the end of Christianity, 
and, as Col. Ingersoll said, "When 



ing mankind with safety, ease and im- 
mense profit to the state, as it taught 
its devotees to kiss the hand that 
stiote them. 

And now, gentle reader, don't con- 
demn me as incurable until you have 
read the teachings of Buddha, Brah- 
ma, Confucius, Zoroaster and others; 
the beautiful Agnostic philosophy of 
Col. Ingersoll. Then read the 
Bible, Oenesis 38; Exodus 31; the 
book of Joshua; story of Lot and his 
daughters; story of David and Bath- 
sfceba; second Samuel, chapter 11; al- 
d Samuel, chapter 13; 6-15; 
and Solomon and his infamous glory. 
The questionable story of Jesus and 
Iaaiah 3R-12. one of the most loath- 
some paragraphs in print in the En- 
glish language. 

Then will you go out some night 
in the moonlight, beneath the stars, 
bare your head before the Ood of our 
youth and ask him how any woman 
or reverence the in- 
famous myth, or Ood if you please, 
who inspired man to such deeds of 
nVoral degeneracy? Then after read- 
ing the above citations, decide for 



REASON 



FOR CREAT REJOICING 



Has the freethinker When He Looks 
at Christianity's Slow Progress 



(By Channing Sc\ 



selv< 



which is the 



nobler and more unselfish, the creed 
of tfie Christian or the Tnfidel 's belief 
in the beautiful trinity of Liberty. 
Truth and Love. 

I have less respect for the creed 
of the Christian than for those of the 
pagans and ancients. Christianity 
alone has a literal and horrible place 
of punishment for all those who dare 
have a mind of their own. Tt places 
a premium upon ignorance, credulity 
and superstition and makes even its 
Ood curse the goddess of Wisdom and 
through her all mankind for having 
learned good from evil. 

The beautiful mythologies of the 
Greek and Roman, and the philoso- 
phies of Confucius and Zoroaster and 
the teachings of Buddha and Brahma 
appeal to me. for they are human and 
natural, while the relisrion of Christi- 
anity is unnatural superstition, taught 
U> mislead the masses, and when ii 
authority. Christianity was ever in 
human and horrible. 

Now may the Goddess of Wisdon 
light your way and lead you from th. 
darkness and night of superstition 

M;o the bright realm of pure reason 
d to the foot of 
triune gods of 
Truth and Lore. 
Carbondale. Colorado. 



the last cathedral is a ruin, and the 
last priest is a corpse, then will the 
Id be free." 

[an created Ood in his (man's) 
i image. The god of every nation 
is an exact counterpart of his crea- 
Hence god is no better than 
man, nor is mankind anv better than 



its god. 
Histoi 



rely to 



iver, that the creed of Christiani- 
ty was edited from the creeds of an- 
tiquity, and "that all the reason we 
have Christianity today is because a 
dissolute and licentious Pagan Em- 
peror fell in love with a Christian 
an" and early perceived in Chris- 
tianity a splendid means of govern- 



and Christianity — synonymous terms, 
and this fact gives reason to re- 
joice, for the lonar. dark and 
gloomy past which was due to the 
ignorance fostered and preserved bv 
the priesthood, has gone, and the light 
of reason is rapidly making this 
world a decent place in which tn Ht«. 
Man's highest faculty is now reveal- 
in? its power as never before, and 
those who use it find no attraction 
inside a church that deals with imagi- 
nary hells and heavens: but all such 
go direct to Nature and study her and 
her laws, so as to know how to li/a 
id to get the most out of this life- 
which, as far as known is the onl *\ 
are liable to see. So let M 
for an imaginary hereafter, as all 
not neglect and despise this world 
priests would have us do. but so live 
as to get all the pleasure and happi- 
ness there is cominar to us. which, if 
have been a close observer is jus' 
about what Mr. Priest has alwav 
done, for he knows the cnod things nf 
this life and generally gets them. 
When the masses know enough to lira 
as the priest does, not as he tells 
them to, they will be so anxious them- 
selves to live on the fat of the lai.d 
and have good comfortable homes, 
they will have no time or inclination 
to longer support those parasites in 
ease and luxury; and that one thine: I 
alone would destroy priestcraft and 
put those fakirs out cf business, for 
topping their source of Hving is the 
>nly way to do ir. Oi | of ihese sky- ' 
ilots has recently reveled the fact 
that the supply of Protectant preach- 
ers has fallen off nineteen and one 
half per cent in the United States in 
the last twelve years. 
If this is not good news thou I do 

continual cause for rejoicing; so the 
fact is passed along that otbtra may 
feel its cheerful influence. But there 
is still need for Freethought papers 
to push the world along, so let ua 
stand by them and do our best to 
keep as many agoing as possibl. for 



religious question from the sta 
point of general progress, he has g 
reason to rejoice, for although prii 
and preachers are still about as ni 
erous as fleas on a dog, they do 
come quite so near running the w< 
as they used to. 

The power of thought since 
found expression in free speech, has 
been rapidly dispelling the errors of 
the past as seen in slavery to religious 
superstition; and humanity has ac- 
cended higher and faster in the in- 
tellectual scale in the last forty 
years than at any one time since the 
dawn of history. 

Tt is true restraining influences are 
yet strong and priests and preachers 
hate progress as bad as ever, but with 
the power broken they once exercised 
the world moves rapidly on, and 
science, philosophy and reason light 
the way. Religious paralysis of the 
mind is much less common than it 
used to be, and nearly everybody is 
reading, and consequently thinking, 
in this country at least; and if the 
printing press continues' to roll out 
and throw broadcast such tremendous 
quantities of literature, embodying 
ideas of every kind and character, thi 
inl movement of the world i 
hound 



We have been tied to the dead past 
lone- enousrh, and modern invention 
are so numerous and so wonderful 
the future with its marvelous possi- 
bilities is causing untold numbers to 
turn around and look forward for a 
change. Rpading the Bible to And 
out what some old fossil said and 
ght about Ood and a place to mi- 
trrate to after death, is not a popu- 
lar pastime with the rising genera- 
tion; and Christ and him crucified is 
a story so stale it is producing intel- 
lectual nausea in people who are 
eally mentally awake. Live people 
rant live ideas, and action is prefer- 
ed to Hrinf with the dead mentally, 
wo thousand years ago when Jesus 
ode an nss into Jerusalem, and had 



idea of s 



ele< 



Isy, 
rollt 



Now is the accepted time to arise, 



ivays. automobiles and air 
a means nf rapid transit than 
he had of the shape of the earth and 
its relation to the rest of the uni- 
verse. He was satisfied with his 
"mount," for the ass was as spedy 
as the times in which he lived, and 
for people who passed their time 
thinking and talking about death and 
the next world, the ass surely was 
erood enough. But he isn't now. 
neither are the ways, customs and 
thoughts than then prevailed, for 
this age of the world. We want some- 
thing else: and we are going to keep 

though we'nre now as far ahead of 
those troglodyte ancestors, who, prob- 
ably with fear and ignorance, produc- 
ed a religion, which in varied forms 
has cursed humanitv from that period 
of time to this. The man who does 
his own thinking and does not look at 
the past through the eyes of a priest, 
knows we have nothing to learn from 
those times and those people that is 
of any practical benefit, and the two 
thousand vears we have been tied tr 
them bv the power nf the priesthooi 
and the force of sickly sentiment, ha 



ted | 



nd 0 



Thev lived their Uvea at that time 
and no doubt did the best they could 
under prevailing conditions, but why 
future generations should be forever 



lied to them, and their stupid 
>f life and its problems, 
no sane or sensible man can find out. 
The preachers profess to think those 
were ideal times and conditions, when 
Jesus was tramping around the coun- 
ry and talking nonsense to numskulls 
who comprised the majority of the 
resident* in the so-called holy land, 
many of them not knowing their right 
hand from their left, but if the world 
were to take the backward steps nec- 
essary to return to those dull and 
darks days, when mental forces were 
slow and lifeless, and all the modern 
inventions and discoveries that con- 
tribute to humanity's welfare and 
comfort, were sleeping in undevelop- 
ed brains, they would dislike the 
change as well as the rest of us, for 
they have become accustomed to their 
present environments and from choice 
would prefer an automobile to the 
long-eared and poky ass of Bible 
times. When men walked and talked 
with Ood as the records assert, Jor- 
don was indeed a rocky road to trav- 
el, and this world was of very little 
account compared with the next one 
which was seen so clearly with the 
eye of faith that their principle pur- 
pose in life was to make sure of get- 
ting into it. Those times will do to 
talk about when playinw on sentiment 
and emotion, for the past has a great 
attraction for people who 
are spiritual minded and that waa a 
spiritual age, but no one with 
enough to see the superiority of the 
present wants to go back to primitive 
times when human beings lived like 
cattle and groped in darkness and 
that to us now would be 
But why are we so far 
of those people to-day t Sim- 
ply because we have devoted time and 
attention to this world, and got rid 
of religions restrictions that made ra- 
tional thinking displeasing to the 
priests Ood. The power of thought 
has produced the great change, for 
people who do not think can no more 
progress and rise in the scale of life 
than the ass of antiquity, who is right 
where he was in every respect when 
Balaam beat him on the back and his 
life was to be a beast of 
burden. The ass is typical of hnman 
beings whose brains are paralyzed 
with religion, for intellectually they 
co-equal, and the masters of both 
they are well supplied with bur- 
dens that they may fulfill their mis- 
as Ood intended. 

?ry time I see an ass— they call 
them burros in the western mining 
camps — so loaded down that only 
their ears are visible. I always think 
of religious slaves and workers doing 
the will of the priest, and the same 
respect is felt for one as the other. 

But as previously remarked, these 
human asses are not as numerous as 

formerly and the priest is losing his 
grip surely and steadily as education, 
•hich is now a crime mostly in Spain 
nd Russia, reaches the masses and 
icir thinkers begin to work. It is a 
great thing to think, for it is the 
of all power and every privilege 
that mortal man monopolizes, and 
that is why the priest wants to do it 
all for the dear people, and ever has 
since he first assumed the right and 
laimed that Ood gave it to him and 
his species. 
Let us never forget the remark 
lose enemies of Freethought and 
free speech made when the printing 
press was invented— there was no 
such thing you know when their pow- 
er was omnipotent— "we must de- 
stroy it or it will destroy us." 

In this case they came pretty near 
being able to read the future, for the 
printing press has put them on the 
run and they are now fighting for ex- 
istence instead of domineering the 
whole world of Christendom aa they 
once did. In every direction we be- 
hold the decay of priestcraft and 
(Continued In column 4) 
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(By Joel M. Lowry.) 
When Joe Innded on Ellis Island 
his whole being vibrated with pent- 
up enrrgy and ambition. Like the le- 
gions before him he had come to 
America, the land of his drdeams, to 
heroine great, to win fame and riches. 
He was willing to work, willing to 
fight and conquer; he knew that all 
things worth having are worth fight- 
ing for. And the light of joy came 
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Cincinnati, 0.. Jan. 22,1910. 
Dear Jim :— This is the first I have 
sat up for three days. Have bee. 
down with a bad case of Tonsilitis. 
I am so weak and nervous I can hard- 
ly write. 

I enclose two reports of Paine 
mwittnn Be sure and get them ' 
this week if possible; if not next, 
should have sent them in sooner. 

I also enclose two dollars for I 
books. Your wife sent me four, I paid 
here for one and have ony one 
but it is engaged and a man will call 
for it any time. Send me down a 
bunch right away; have several < 
ders in sight. This is my limit, 
good-night. Your friend, 

J. B. WILSON 



When one religion may have be- 
come universal and been accepted by 
all the nations of the earth, and theo- 
logy established upon a scientific bas- 
is — as now are chemistry, mathema- 
tics, and other positive scien< 
then, but not till then, may it be in 
troduced into our public schools, ir 
justice and equity to all the conglom 
erate constituency who are obliged t< 
contribute to their support — Wett 
stein. 



WANTED TO BE SHOWN 

The Sunday school teacher was ex- 
patiating on God's infinity of detail, 
says an exchange, and told the youth- 
ful class of doubters that even the 
hairs of their head were numbered. 
The red-headed kid with his face full 
of freckles pulled a hair out of his 
head of the boy from Paradise Allei 
and said, "Teacher, ask God thi 
number of that one." 



"When in countries that are called 
civilized, we see age going to 
workhouse and youth to the galli 
something must be wrong in the 
tern of government." — Thomas Paine 



* he. 



ntod i 



seopie way. every experience of his 
hat pave the lie to the preacher's 
statement, rose before his eye, passing 
by swiftly, one by one, only to make 
•oom for more and more. 

Here he saw the Bishop of Olnnitz 
Iriving poor, old, stnrving and fro 
ng peasant women to jail. Their 
terrible offense: they went into the 
woods belonging to His Eminence 
gathered twigs and branches n(T 
his trees, lying on the ground, to keep 
the spark of life glimmering awhili 
?r in their tortured. misern!>l< 
bodies. 



hat was carrying him westward with 
giant strides, planned his triumphant 

He will use his wealth 
benefit his fellowmen,— he will! He 
will endow churches, send out mis- 
ionnries to convert the heathen, ami 
iave him from eternal damnation! 
His name shal be on the lips of every 
le as that of a good Christian. 
Six years have passed since Jo? 
first set his foot on American soil. He 
fought, struggled hard, worked 
day and night, — yet he is still poo: 
ill at the bottom of the ladder thnt 
ads to fame. Tn his hard struggh 
for a mere existence, he came face t 
face with hunger, with misery; he has 
rubbed elbows with poverty and d 
pravity. — seen the life of the under 
world in all its deplorable squalor. 
And he came out stronger an : 
iser. The terrible, bitter struggh 
of the inhabitants of the slums and 
the dives, has taught him a lesson- 
one which he would never forget. 

Joe has learned to thi.ik. He won 
10 more accept the teachings of the 
ihepherds, as they mouthed loudl; 
their theories and pet beliefs of re- 
J punishment. He would 
yet, disprove and disavow 
these beliefs; the grip of tradition 
and dogma, the ties of sentiment 
were too strong to be broken sudden 
ly. Yet, he was growing; his radiui 
iewpoint was widening, and grad- 
ually he felt the chains of bondage 
weakening. 

Although an American in every 
way, now, Joe has never ncquired that 
characteristic ability of Americans to 
make friends." And so he, friend- 
less and forlorn as he was, often vis- 
ited different churches in town, i.i 
order to, as he himself expressed it. 
"find out if the preachers have awak- 
ened; if they have ceased to be re- 
actionary, if they have learned some- 
thing new." 

One Sunday morning. Joe decided 
to attend the services at the First 
Presbyterian, an ultra-aristocratic 
church, that boasted of its preacher 
as being the highest salaried divine 
in town. He had the reputation of 
a scholar and a thinker, and was 
known afar as an eloquent orator. 

The sermon was in full sway when 
Joe entered the spacious and beauti- 
ful edifice. He felt painfully out of 
place as he scrutinized the beautiful 
painted windows and the mural deco- 
rations, which he knew to be works of 
art, worth a fortune; so he tip-toed 
me of the empty pews in the 



whisper: "There are many, 
many, many men. waging the same 
struggle for emancipation from brain- 
enslaving beliefs. Is there no friend- 
ly hand out-stretched to them in 
token of brotherhood T 



SPAIN'S NEW RELIGIOUS LAW. 



The new religions law of Spain 
rnvides for state support r.f any 
member of n religious ord"r desiring 
vows taken; provides 



SiIlicus-"Do you believe there 
honor among thieves f" 
Cynicus-"No, they are just as bad 



ar and s 

Hardly had he done so, when he 
heard the pastor, an elderly gentK 
of stern appearance and fault- 
speech, give vent to the following 
condemnation, thundered down upon 
the pious and virtuous flock with tiu 
voice of ire: "To visit a place of 
shame is a sin. a dark, indelible blot 
upon the soul of man; whosoever 
does so. forfeits his immortal soul to 
Satan." 

Immediately. Joe's whole thought 
mechanism was one mighty protest. 
His mind was working fast, feverish- 
ly fast, producing facts upon facts, 
proofs upon proofs. — upsetting all the 
pretty, high-sounding phraseology of 
the man in the pulpit. 

He knew who was to blame! H.' 
has learned, and gained his knowl- 
edge in the school of Life! He knew 
the law of cause and effect. 

Still, his desire to be fair and just 
asserted itself, and Joe said to him- 
self; Now, old fellow, you mustn't 
judge too harshly. That preacher, 
with his long, carefuly-planned edu- 
cation, his long service in the pulpit, 
and his contact with all kinds of 
people, surely knows whereof he is 
speaking; it is you who cannot com- 
prehend. 

Having pacified the protestations 
of reason. Joe became all attention 
again, eagerly listening to the preach- 
es 's words. 

The pastor, having delivered hi 
self of everything that seemed 
weigh heavily on his mind, bfca 
lovable, kind: the tone of his voice 
was that of a loving, forgiving fath- 
r, trying to advise his wayward son, 
nd lead him back to the narrow 
paths of virtue and righteousness. He 
described the happiness one can reach 

reach only — by becoming 
good, God-fearing Christian; at 
raising his arms, exclaimed with .* 
oratorical flourish: "Look arour 
you, brethren, and behold how happv 
and contented all those are who rest 
safely in the embrace of Je 
kind to their neighbors, how charita- 
ble to the poor and crippled! 



lere he saw the Vicar of Blowit. 
of the unctions, ever-present smile, 
bent back and hooked fingers, as h: 
renting his land to the peasants 
He saw. how through an underhand 
trick (having bogus bidders bid hi<r 
for the land the peasants had to h.iv 

order to live) he got them to pay 
him a bloody rental. So high 
the price they paid that they hardly 
had enough left to keep body and 
soul together. He, their shephov 
their religious father, to whose Vicai 
ate they belonged, so hated was he 
even by these ignorant peasants, that 
when he diod. no one would atte 
funeral, and the "Holy Church 
to hire threp old women to weep at 
his funeral. 

Here he saw them all. the so-cnlh d 
Christians, stripped of tl.eir disguise, 
the mask torn from their faces, their 
features betraying all the low emo- 
tions that ransacked their miserable 
breasts. Here was Lust. Greed, Hun- 
ger for Gold, Debauchery and Glut- 
tony—walking hand in hand with 
with Christianity in perfect harmony! 

Joe shuddered. He has known these 
things, — known them all the while, 
yet they never appeared to him M 
hideous before as they did now, — 
thrown upon a large, single canvass, 
living— a group that would delight 
the eye of even their Satan. 

Joe was overwhelmed by Facts, — 
stern, undeniable Facts; yet he did 
not want to listen to Facts; he came 
to listen to Faith. 

"Oh, God!" he whispered, "p 
form a miracle. Give me a proof of 
Thy pressure, of Thy existence! If 
Thou hast created me in Thy image, 
why dist Thou not endow me with 
an indomitable belief in Thy exist- 
ence T Or didst Thou create me when 
in an angrv mood? Must I suffer for 
Thy error ? 

Joe controlled himself once more, 
and suppressed the desire to walk 
out. The atmosphere inside the 
church became foul and suffocating to 
.Toe. the whole structure too narrow 
to hold his awakening intellect; he 
felt a desire, a strong, painful long- 
ing to run, run away from this place, 
to Nature's fresh meadows, where 
the air was pure and unpolluted. Still 
he waited, — waited for the miracle. 

The preacher was ending his ser- 
mon. He offered thanks for th» 
blessings God so graciously permit- 
ted mankind to partake of, and con- 
cluded with this exhortation: 

"Every man or woman, no matt»r 
what their station in life may be, 
=honld offer prayers of thanks to the 
Lord for their daily bread." 

A sudden change came over Joe: 
his brain was afire; his heart heating 
wild and fast: his whole being in a 
state of feverish activity. Some- 
thing, — some powerful agencv within 
him. was being crushed, crushed for 



>r the state to enter niomistc 
ithout ecclesiastical sancrion : 
ides that no order shall hold proper- 
ty in excess of the objects for which 
orgnnized: provides that IM ivligious 
order shall receive any donations, be- 
quests or legacies; and. if nnv s:ieh 
c rders engage in trad", "hr* they thai! 
be taxed the same as .->th;r businesses. 
This from the benighted country of 
the inquisition certain! v is remarka- 
ble— Appeal to Reason. 



THOMAS PAINE ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION AT 
CINCINNATI. 

Prof. Arthur Morrow Lewis, of 
Chicago, will deliver a lecture in O. 
A. R. Hall. Sixth, between Vine and 
Race, in Cincinnati, on Monday, Jan. 
31st. 1010. at 8 o'clock p. m. ' 

His subject will he: "Thomas 
Paine, the Political and Religious 
Emancipator of America, and Fran 
cisco Ferrer, the Educational Emanci- 
pator of Spain." 

A musical program will be render- 
ed. Admission Free. 

The lecture will be under the aus- 
pices of the Cincinnati Society of 
Truth " 



WHAT IS THE FUTURE TO BE 
LIKE? 

(By C. E. Johnson.) 
What is the coming future? 
What is the future to be like? 
Will history -epeat itselfT 
Will there he uplifting and ad- 
vance, and will science, truth and 
reason mark the epochs 
ing history of the future generations, 
or will the cruel ignorance and super- 
stition of priestcraft, devils and 
gods, heavens and hells, myths and 
legends, dragons and snakes, mira- 
cles and famVs. dishonesty and cor- 
ruption, greed and lust, leave their 
hloodv finger prints upon the annals 
of timet 

Tf this cruel ininstiee that has left 
its bloody imprints upon the sands of 
time is to go < n and enact and re- 
enact the hloodv wars, cruel injustice 
and horrible tortures. T would a 
thousand times this blood-stained old 
planet would drop into a crevice 
the sun. and never move would his- 
tory record the horrible tales of rrimt 
that has b"en committed bv this hy- 
dra-bended monster in the name of 
God and Christianity. 

The cruel murders of innocent chil- 
dren, with their death cries and piti 
ful moans of unimaginable suffering: 
the terrible and nninst deaths of men 
and women have left their charred 
and broken 
flesh of millions of lives lost in the 
awful outrages of chipI and unjust 
Christianity. 

Will the p»ople never awaken to a 
realization of this hnrrihle reality.— 
the cruel drama that ha-» been enact 
ignorant and superstitious hu- 



A. — Not known. 

Q.— The early Christian rhnrches 
had no uniformity of observing the 
Nativity of Christ; what different 
months did thev use* 

A. -May. April and January. 

Q.-Do the Christian churches 

inw anything about the year Christ 
was born ? 

A.-No. 

A.— According to Trenans (A. D. 
100) Christ was born whpn? 

A. — Some 20 years hpfore the time 

isigned as his birth. 

A.— What did the Rev. Dr. Gillette 
sav concerning the time of Christ's 
birth? 

A. — That there are even greater 
doubts about the time than there is 
about the place. 

-What did the Rev. Gillette fur- 
itate concerning the time and 
place of Christ's birth* 

A.— That we have no clue to either 
the day or the time of year, or even 
the year itself, in which Christ was 
born. 

0 — Rev Dr. Geikie. ir 
of Christ" tells us what 
the time of Christ's birth? 

A— That the whole subject is verv 
uncertain, naming a number of writ- 
ers who place the time in different 
months and different years. 

O. — What writer pretends to know 
nil about the venr of Christ's birth, 
but not the month t 
A. — A'bert Barnes. 
A— What does Albert Barnes fur- 
ther claim concerning the ni 
months fixed by different learned 
as the month in which Christ 

.—That each month in the year 
been claimed by different writpi 
. — Canon Farrar tells ns what 
the time of Christ 'i 

birth? 

A. — That no data whatever exist; 
to enable ns to determin-e the timi 
with evpn approximate accuracy. 

O— Bnnsen attempts to show that 
Christ was horn about fifteen years 
before tbe time assigned and that he 
lived to he bow old? 
A. — Fiftv years. 

O. — Basnape savs the Jews placed 
his birth near a centnrv sooner than 
the assumed epoch, while others havp 
placed it how manv centuries B. C.I 
V— Third century B. C. 
C — What authority does Basnage 
to sustain his claim that Christ 
was born in the third century before 



f Syria. ■ 

10 A. D. 
Q.— What hlni 



of Luke 
history? 

A. — Placing the taxing of Cyren- 
s in the days of Herod. 
Q. — At what time do we find the 
first traces of the 25th of December 
being instituted as the Nativity of 
Christ Jesus? 

first certain traces of it 
are found about the time of the Em- 
peror Commodus (A. D. 180-192.) 

Q.— Tn what century did the church 
generally agree upon the 25th of 
December as the birthday of Christ? 
A.— In the fifth century. 




$10.00 BOOK for $1.00. 



Tn this pitiable condition, be nunitv for thousands of years? 
was possessed by on" predominant Freethnnpht and Freethinkers 



And again, 
ened with a r< 



Joe's brain v 
revolution. In a kaleido- Universe. And 



thought: Out. out of this place! 

He rushed out of the church as if 
pursued bv Furies. He wandered 
around, aimlessly, for hours and 
hours, wearv. restless, broken down. 

Tt was lato in the afternoon when 
he reached a park. The cool, balmv 
air of a wanine Autumn dav had 
a healing, refreshing effect upon him. 
Hp bpeame calm and composed. T/iy- 
ing himself down in the fresh, green 
grass, he took a long, doep breath. 

As he laved there, droaming. look- 
ing at tbe stars above him. the chaos 
of his thoughts was gradually elaar-, 

ing. giving wav to one that command The following is intended 
ed expression: He. th" Master. All- j manent heading to the Bibh 
powerful and All-knowing, permits a Quiz, as instruction how to conduct 
woman, driven bv despair, to sell her [the class: 
hodv for the price of bread. — and i BTRLE CLASS OUTZ. 

sends her to sell for sinning! Hi. The Philosophical Bible Class 
the All-merciful, asks her to thnnV Book. "Bible Myths and Th< 
Him. because He gives her" ample ! allels in Other Religions 
opportunity to sell herself for the Ooane. The Class Readi 



should mount thp platform of truth 
and reason and give the A. B. C. of 
the matter, and tbe X. Y. 7,. of tbe 
situation that humanity has bee 
for ages past 

And try to teach that truth is the 
foundation of knowledge, and re 
the triumphant victor of prejudice. 
Tf this was put in action, with a nev- 
er-dving energy for the betterment 
of mankind, civilization would mark 
a grand epoch in the history of tbe 
world. 

Ma dill. Okla. 



price of her daily bread. — the price 
of eternal damnation! Oh. horrors! 

As the hours went bv. Joe felt a 
serene feeling of peace take posses- 
sion of his whole being. He felt the 
grip of tradition and dogma loosen- 
ing, growing weaker and weaker; in- 
stinctively, he shook himself, as if to 
throw the broken shackles far away 
from himself; and raising his 
in ecstasy of joy, exclaimed: 

"Oh, I am free— free at last! Fr. 3 
from Fear, Superstition.— free from 
degrading beliefs. At the Altar of 
Freedom, Love and Knowledge, 
renounce Faith forever and ever!' 
So he lay there, dreaming, deep 
to the night.-happy. supremely 
ippy and peaceful— a unit at last 
" to its rightful heritage in the 



the lesson for the day; then the Qui? 
Master begins the memory training of 
the class. The reader silently fol- 
lows the nuiz in the text. The Quiz 
Master, after receiving asatisfactory 
answer in substance, reads the an- 
swer in the quiz. Tf a question has 
been put to three members of the 
class without a satisfactory answer, 
the reader without request, proceeds 
to read that portion of the text 
ered by the question. The question 
is then again put to the class, etc. 

A. J. CLAUSEN. 
Singing: Cosmian Hymn Book. 

Lesson for February 6th.— The Birth- 

XXXIV to Page 363. 



y \.-."Thn Book of Wisdom." v 
ten 9M R C. 

0— Tf the writer of the "Gospel 
according to T,nke" is correct, Jesni 
was born when? 

A — Tn the year 10 A. D. 
sehius places Christ's birth when? 

O. — The ecclesiastical historian Eu- 

A. — At the time Cyrenius was 
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Blade Mail Bag 



Terse and Pithy Comments from Various 
Readers on Sundry Subjects 



Likes Blade Much Better. 

Mt. Vernon, 0— James E. Hugh 
— T find the Blade mueh better sii 
its "death." Its appearance af 
death proves that there is something 
in Spiritualism after all. In my 
opinion it is much better in its pres- 
ent form. Never return to the maga- 
zine form as it then resembled a 
Jesus journal or God paper although 
one glance soon dispelled such an 
idea. 

However T am sorry to see so much 
about Thomas Paine and his "Age 
of Reason." which is only a god-book. 
Many Rationalists are worshipping 
this dead god worships. Paine f' 
tered the Bible but gave us his god 
in exchange. His relierinn if adopted 
would prove as degrading as Christi- 
anity. Hoping the Blade won't die 
again. T am, yours truly.— HAROLD 
BANNING. 

Glad to Know the Grand Old Paper 
is Still Going. 

Muncie, Ind.— Friend Jim.- 
closed is post office monev orddet 
$1.50 to pay subscription for my 
friend T)r. William Smith, whose 
time for the Blade expired in August 
1909. After reading Hw announce- 
ment that the Blade would suspend 
publication after December 12 I was 
considerably surprised to learn that 
the announcement was premature, but 
I am glad to know that the grand old 
paper which T have taken from its 
first issue many years ago will sur- 
vive and carry out the wishes of it? 
noble founder. With warm wishes 
for yon personally and sincerely hop- 
ing that the Blade may long live and 
continue to do valiant service in the 
sacred warfare against superstition. T 
am. yours always. — T. J. BOWLES. 

Noble Work of Charley Moore Not in 
Vain. 

Madill. Okla.— James ft Hnehes.— 
I am glad to s»e that the Blade is not 
dead, and that the great and noble 
work of Charley SToore r;'not In < 
Some time back T sent an article to 
the Blade in reply to Dennis Leahv's 
article which was n»ver published, 
and also, latter on sent r. short piece 
of poetrv for publication which nevpr 
appeared and which T greatly regret- 
ted the loss. T am strain sendine fl 
short nrticl- which yon may publish 
or throw in the waste basket.-C. E. 
JOHNSON. 



Soldier's Home. Ouinev. DIs.— Mr. 
Editor— Sometime since T was in- 
formed that von had pronoun-ed the 
sentence of death on the Blade. Well. 
T dressed mvsc7 in sack-cloth and 
ashes and set down on the snow un- 
der a dead tree and cursed evervthinsr 
in eeneral. and Hneh*s in particular. 
Then ima<rine how sneakinar T fe't 
when T was rakinc mv brain to find 
more bie cuss words, our pood ladv 
mail deliver, handed me the rood old 
Blade with the kind face of old Both- 
er Moore, in the nothwest corner 
Then if T had believed in old Jeho- 
vah T would have asked him to for- 
eive me for heinrr a damn fool in b»- 
lievine without investi<ratine Then 
T rememVred it was heriditarv. T h"d 
been t«n<rht to believe first. T felt 
like T did when T dropped the belief 
that an old hooked-nosed Jewish car- 
penter died that T mirrht live forever, 
so T donned my soldier's uniform, crot 
happy and reioiced and if anyone hnd 
told me the world was eominsr to 
end T would not b*lieve it until I saw 
old Jehovah standing with one foot 
upon the land and the other on the 
sea declaring that *ime should he no 
more. So this is my apolosry and 
don't stop the Blade, that little check 
will come as it has for many years. — 
0. B. WYATT. 

Milton. W. Va.- My Dear Hughes 
—Find check for 25 copies received 
this morning and for 25 copies of 
Bro. Severance's tribute to Tho 
Paine. It does me good to see 
memory of the greatest Ihinker of his 
ag" coming into his own. I must dis- 
tribute at least 25 copies among the 
benighted. 

T had a zealot tell nv this morning 
that Col. R. O. Tngersoll died express- 
ing to those around his death bed. 
that he, at the last moment realized 
that there is n God. Can you give me 
the address of Mrs. Tngersoll, or any 
of the children? If so T will write 
and ask them for the facts and let 
you publish them. Wp must take bet- 
ter care of his memory than was tak- 
en of the memory of Thomas Paine 
in the early days after his death. 



Orthodoxy is beginning to show its 
fangs in the rural districts as to Col. 
Tngersoll and is hiding them as to 
Thomas Paine. Let the family speak 
and lets put it of record for the bene- 
fit of future generations. He cooled 
hell, but we must cool the people who 
seek to besmirch his memory. Not 
long since I was driving thr. gh this 
county with a gentleman from Rich- 
mond. Virginia. He wanted to make 
a business killing, and the first oppor- 
tunity, knowing that in the rural dis- 
tricts, it is almost always safe to 
jump mi Infidels, he landed on Col. 
Tngersoll as having recanted on his 
death bed. We got busy right away. 
He soon convinced me that he had 
read nothing of the Colonel's last 
hours. T think he hnd been loaded 
up hy some preacher and had not 
taken the pains to find out if the 
powder was good or not. 

Long live the memory of him who 
said: "The world is my country; to 
do good is my religion," and of him 
who said "Hands that help are bet- 
ter far than lips that pray." 

In th" bundle of Bro. Severance's 
speech, put a copy of an 16th Blade. 
Mine of that date didn't come. Can't 
afford to miss one. Success to the 
Blade and the cause it represents — 
C. R. LEWIS. 



Approves Our Editorial. 

Vera, S. K. — Editor Blue Grass 
Blade. — I greatly approve your claim, 
and that of J. D. Shaw, that tolerance 
is the object of Liberalism, while 
iconoclasm is to be used as a weapon 
for self-protection. T do not believe 
in surrendering all to a vanquished 
foe, it is too much like paying $200,- 
000,000 for the right to establish 
Christianity on a captured territory. 
I also note that W. C. Cope denies 
our right to use words in their sty- 
mological sense, and requires Free- 
thinkers to accept the traditional and 
inconsistent sense which fire and 
thumb-screws have enforced, only fi 
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T refer parti 
finite, miracle, God. and such terms 
which, of themselves, have no mean 
significance. 

When we examine a razor, we look 
for an implement to shave with; and 
we are not prejudiced in our choice 
on account of the fact that 
tough citizens have carved each other 
with razors. In examining a razor, 
we find that its thin blade and thick 
back fits it for hard usage or deep 
cutting, and only its keen edge is an 
inducement for such use by peoph 
lacking the skill or judgment to fash 
ion better or cheaper weapons. 

When we examine the word Ood, 
we find no authority for its l 
the Bible, and its introduction 
work of transcribes. The oi 
word being Elohin. which indicates 
the ancient term for "the forces of 
nature," is wrongfully translated 
"the gods." while the original word 
is displaced by the more modern 
word. Cod, prohibited even by the 
Jews. 

Then again, we have the 
Jehovah, which in its various forms, 
is defined in the text of the Bible to 
mean human reason. 

To "divine" is to think: a "di- 
vining rod" is an instrument to dis- 
cover unseen metals, water, etc. i. e. 
to think for us; and this is exactly 
what our preachers pretend to do. 
who identify themselves as divines, or 
spiritual advisers. 

A close inspection <>f the character 
or nature of the human mind, dis- 
»s the fact that time and spacp 



lent ally. 



We ( 



calculate its distance, its periods: 
what amount of food, and fuel, or 
time, required to enab'e our body to 
visit the comet in its journey; we 
in calculate the density or rarity of 
e ether, and thrts disclose the im- 
>ssibility of the physical journey. 
We do not require a piece of wood 
• iron, to be in our brain to enable 
us to think of "wood" or "iron"; 
i fact, the mind of mankind is both 
finite and divine. It is through ex- 
perience we acquire Reason. Reason 
and it is only by subjugating selfish- 
ness, that rrason attains a seat in 
the council chamber of our intelli 
The writers of the Bible un- 
derstood this, and because Reason 
came through experience, they called 
"The Son of Man." 
Depending also, as our possession 
Of Reason does, on the cogitation of 
by this divine and 
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son "The Son of God," born of im- 
agination, or Eve. 

Why should Freethinkers surren- 
der the advantages stolen from the 
ancients when the Christians murder- 
ed Hypatia, and destroyed the key 
to its text, so far as they were able 
to dot Why did they kill this wom- 
an, anyway? I have never seen a 
raaMM stated in print, so I will sug- 

The original was written in hiero- 
glyphics, a term meaning secret, or 
secret writing, because objects, or pic- 
tures of objects were used as words, 
leaving the mind to determine their 
significance. Whatever an object in- 
spired in one's mind became the 
meaning of a picture of such object. 
Because these ideas in one's mind 
were unknown to others, it was called 
"secret." or "sacred writing." 
Therefore, sacred writing relates to 
mental operations, and was not then 
used as a vehicle for historical pur- 
poses. Being introduced into Egypt, 
where there were no mountains, pyra- 
mids were built, as terms for learn- 
ing, and thus the pyramids are the 
first monuments to education. 

All mental operations being sacred 
writing, mathematics, science and 
arts were regarded as religious. We 
will now define the word "Religion." 

With speech and writing, the mind 
made great advances over that of 
speechless animals; and along with 
this advancement greater difficulties 
in its preservation. Certain habits 
of conduct, and habits of thought 
were observed to be injurious to the 
mental efficiency, and whatever tends 
to preserve the mind and restore it 
to normal is to be regarded as "Re- 
Mathematics having proved its 
worth, Hypatia being the great ex- 
ponent of mathematics, was therefor"? 
a recognized priestpss of Religion, 
and to exterminate this religion and 
substitute another form— Christian- 
ity — she was killed, the votaries de- 
stroyed, and the library burned. Tn 
experimenting with scrap-heaps and 
waste, radium was discovered, so. 
before we. like the early Christians, 
destroy what we cannot understand, 
had better investigate a little; see 
if we do not possess the very items 
named, and which will never be de- 
stroyed or annihilated by simple rng- 
chewing about the names, or marine 
about other people's mis-use of the 
names. 

F. S. WEAVER. 
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TWO NOTED BOOKS 



NOTICE OF PAINE 

"Why may we not suppose that 
the great Father of all is pleased 
with variety of devotion; and that 
the greatest offense we can act. is 
that bv which we se 
render each othe 
Thomas Paine. 
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The Second Ai 
Paine Banquet Association, commem- 
orating the 173rd anniversary of the 
birth of Thomas Pain-, will be held 
at Hanscom's, 1217 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, on Saturday. January 
20, 1010, at 7:30 p. m. 

The Committee of Arrangements 
e: Messrs. J. C. Hannon. J. B. El- 
itt. (for Blade). H. W. Boland, A. 
O. Fromuth, J. Kuhn. 0. H. Watson. 

Master of Ceremonies—Mr. Frank 
Q. Bowers. Toastmaster— Mr. Sam- 
uel M. Jones. 

Program: 

Piano Solo Miss Rcse Lyons 



PAINE BANQUET AT CLEVE- 
LAND, OHIO. 

The following invitation, tastefully 
soften up. has been recei\ed at the 
Blade office: 

"1737—1809." 
"A man of three nations. 
Disowned by them all." 
The Freethought Society of Cleve- 
land will hold a 
THOMAS PAINE BANQUET 
Forest Citv House. Cleveland. 
January 20. 1010. 7 p. m 
Toastmaster— O. H. Lyttle. 
Life and Public Servic of Thomas 

Paine J. C. Heald 

Creat Men Isador Ladoff 

Polities of Thomas Paine. H. H. Kline 
Paine. Humanity's Friend 

j. a. CnlbartaoD 

Recitation Mrs. P. B. Morloek 

Music Mrs. A. B. Sehrani 

The Crisis Harry Berkowitz 

Recitation J. A. Martin 

The Ape of Reason C. J. Bath 

Recitation Mrs. M. C. faith 

The Rights of Man M. H. Wolf 

Tngersoll 's Paine T. C. " " 

And to do good is my religion.' 

"The world is my country,— 



Charles Chilton Moore. 

hen a young man the author had 
started out to walk through the Holy 
Lands on foot. Reaching Paris he gave 
he Journey and returned home. He 
made the trip by rail and boat about 
three years before his death. This book 
gives an account of what he saw and 
explodes numerous Christian myths. It 
Is especially suitable for a present. 
Cloth Bound, 350 Paget. Postpaid $1.25. 



DR. J. B. WILBON. 

The International ( 

hlnkers was held In the City of Rome. 

taly. September 21. 1904. The author 

ittended that Congrea 
delegate. It is an account of travel a 
personal experiences that r 

people. In It religious dogmas and t> 
of priestly Action are ruthlessly expc 
while the general style Is without o 
parlaon In American literature of tra 
loth bound, 360 pages, illustrate! 
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! SEtDS 

Buckhee't "Full of Life" Northern Growl 
Pedigreed Seeds have a reputatioi. of !^ years o 
successful seed growing behind them. It pays tf 



Wardwell's Imp. Kidney Wax E y> Bushel 
1 Luis New White Wax . . fi.;* Bushel 
Currie's Rust ProofWax . $4.50 Bushel 

Jj.50 Bujh«> 



Extra Early Alaska 

New Eariy Cnwiaa .... ».y, D ...<. 
I M« -ui s Mr'.rt harden . $;.y. Bushel 
Buckbee's Lightning Express J5.00 Bushel 

L.ttuce. Radish. Tomato and a lull line ol 
3ee<ls. Plants and Hulhs at lowest K'"» ui>; puces. 

Send lor complete catalogue or submit a list of 

V Buv directTrom tha arowT— tavsMuney. 
Write todav. Mention this paper. 

H. W. BUCKBEE 

lj51 Backset St.. Kockford Seed Farm, Rockfwd. ft 



BILL'S AVENUE 

makes you cheerful and 
thoughtful. It is a personal 
daptwtmant in the WHEEL 
,t if 1.11 K that grows on you 
You find yourself walling 

f\N rtMBRICrtN 

/V\f\DONNfV'l.a.er- 
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lu Business. 

TUB WHBBL OP LIFB 

A monthly periodical, it deals with 
OKIU1N8. the origin ut Marriage, of Ethics, 
of Kellglon, of Brotherhood, of the belief lu 
Immortality. It treats broadly of Love, of 
Human Instincts and Ideals. It taket '•- 
tbe whole Wheal of Life, treating all subjects 
in such a clear, plain and tptcy way that the 
dutt It shaken out and they beooms at In- 
teresting at • novel to even tbe catual 

subscription or a quarter for a year 

"CONFESSIONS OF ft 

DRONE" by Jeteph Msdlll Patterson, 
author of A LITTLE BROTHER OF THE 
RICH." tent without extra charge with a 

OF LIM ' Addr U . b .. CrlP '' 0n l ° th * VHK1CL 

LIFE PUB. CO.. Dwk A. St. Louii, Mo. 



MARRIAGE 

NOT WHAT IT OUGHT TO BE 



i 



Thoughts for Those 
Take the ratal Step 



About to 



(By M. Grier Kidder.) 

The average marriage is coupling 
two nincompoops in the name of 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost ; the rude 
awakening of love's voting dream: 
the morn of reality's ending the 
moonlight of romance; orange blos- 
soms covering a multitude of sins. 

"What God joins, let no man sun- 
der," should be "What Nature sun- 
ders, let not God join." Is fre: 
love with sanity, worse than self-evi- 
dent daddy, with lunacy T Tainting 
body or mind better than tainting 
parentage t Better a sound nigger 
than a sick white man ; Booker Wash- 
ington than Emperor William; no- 
body's son with sense, than some- 
body's son with nonsense; illegitima- 
cy, than idiocy. 

At a wedding a physician's license 
should displace n marriage licens"; 
an M. D. a D. D. Many a weddin? 
benediction fathers a funeral sermon. 
Begetting an incurable is as bad as 
murdering him: causinsr misery, no 
better than curing it. The deformed 
or idiotic should be killed at birth. 
Bearing children to suffer is like cre- 
ating sinners to damn. 

Love is subtle miasma's eluding 
definition ; simpering sentiment 's dod- 
ging the dictionary; infatuation's 
feeding fancy: emotional insanity *1 
srradnatiner into matrimonial madness. 
Love's approach may be gradual and 
calm; its arrival sudden and tempest- 
nous. Like death, it claims all sea- 
sons, states and ages. Tennyson says 
it's peculiar to youth and spring. B 't 
an old duffer, of seventy-three, eloped 
last Christmas with a criddy young 
thing of fifty-seven. Turning 1 jack- 
ass isn't regulated by the almana*. 
That marrinsre reminds me of two 
ieebenrs cn'lidinir. The lover is n 
nuisance to all hut the loved. He 
exhausts stale sierhs like an asthmatic 
tng boat. Away from his otber half, 
he's as melancholv as a fratrment of 
the Trinity on a foreign mission. To-, 
much love before marriacre means too 
little after: present pressures invit- 
ing future reaction. Bettor friend- 
ship's evolving into the expected than 
volcanic lover's erupting into disap- 
pointment. Beware of Ions engaee- 
ments. Loner engagements are like 
lone-winded resolutions: enthusiasm 
consumed with preparation. Too 
much preparation like too much appe- 
tizer, doers the appetite for what fol- 
lows. Be a miser of your zeal. 
Economize vout enthusiasm, especial- 
ly in love. Loner encraerement means 
marriasre as a variety. Marriage, as 
a variety, means divorce as a variety. 
Tf you cultivate monotony, yon must 
not expect it to generate variety. T)o 
not let vour young man call everv 
night. Tf he be in vour home too of- 
ten as a lover, hell be out of it too 
often as a hnsband. Two calls a week 
preserve the equilibrium and keep an 
pdge on lnvp. You don H want to feel 
as if you are marrying one of your 
own family. The engaged man is apt 
to think that he "fills a long-f»lt 
want:" that the engaged girl has 
forgotten everybody but him. 

Animals are bred somehow: people 
any how. The stockbreeder's brood 
mare treated better than his wife; 
the mother of his children worse than 
the mother of his pedisrreed dogs. 
Who coerces his cow in the matter of 
maternity? The prenatal state of the 
mule is preferable to the prenatal 
state of his owner. Should baby 
breeding be not as scientific as puppy 
breeding T Bad environment triumphs 
over good heredity as often as bad 
heredity withstands good environ- 
ment. Where prohibition quenches 
one's thirst, association kindlps one 
hundred. My good is inheritance: 
my bad, reversion. My environments 
were the best, but embittered with 
Calvinism : duty stimulated with dam- 
nation. My week was six days, with 
a Presbvterian Sunday at each end. 
I was that Calvinistic combination — 
the son of a gentleman, a child of 
God and the favorite of the devil. 
The composer of the Shorter Cate- 
chism ought to have been hanered for 
disseminating obscene literature. Tt 
took all my heredity to keep me from 
remaining a Presbvterian. The Pres- 
byterian church is an evangelical 
sweat-box. Since my escape, life 
feels like a refrigerator. What 
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Calvinism and Methodism is the diff- 
erence between an asylum of insane 
gentlemen and a menagerie of crazy 
niggers. 

You breed good colts from good 
sires and good dams. That settles 
the heredity. Being rich, your chil- 
dren settle the environment. Result, 
good stock. Encouraged with colts, 
you try babies. Being intellectual, 
you natnrally marry a fool. That 
settles the heredity. Being rich, your 
children are not trained. That settles 
the environment. Result, poor stock. 
Then yon go around wondering "Why 
God has punished you in your old 
' Doesn't hpreditv hold in 
T It holds in beast. What 
the number of legs to do with 
Look at Royalty! Kings and 
queens have bred in and in., till the 
"prince" has become synonymous 
ith "pimp." The be«t bred peop'e 
ere the early Americans. Immigra- 
on has ruined us. Drunkards, lun.i- 
cs and criminals have equal rights 
» marry. Such are notoriously 
faithful in bequeathing their affiic- 
Being brutal, they are nearer 
to nature. The nearer to nature, the 
pronounced are natural traits, 
n, crime, insanity, etc., are in- 
tensities, so to speak. The parent, 
under an intense strain, so stamps tho 
offspring. Influencing inherited 
traits depends upon circumstances. 
The criminal rarely reformed. He 
lack the moral senses. Teaching hitn 
morals, who has no moral senses, is 
like teaching him Ereethought. who 
who has no senses. Many an Intell- 
ectual brain lack the moral depart- 
ment. Few rascals are fools! Good 
inherited traits are more easily erad- 
icated by bad environment, than are 
bad inherited traits by good 
meni, because evil is more intense 
than gSoB. Otherwise there 'd be no 
premium on goodness Only preacher 
and being good as easy as being bad. 

Dnn't confound heredity with re- 
version. Heredity your child re- 
ceives from yon; reversion through 
you. In heredity, you are the front ; 
in reversion the funeral. You may 
have) an intellectual son. Don't be 
alarmed. Perhaps he went back to 
his g reat grand daddy for what his 
daddy lacks You are not necess- 
arily the "whole show." So, if yonr 
offspring doesn't look like yon. don't 
get mad and call marriage a failure. 
Just so he doesn't look like yonr 
preacher thank God and take eourasre. 
Draper. T think, says the prenatal 
state is uninfluenced by externals. 
Birth marks, disposition. e+i.T'Jbun 
to contradict him. Jacob colored the 
unborn cattle. A Catholic woman 
bears Christ's wound's in her side 
and hands. Every Good Fridav, the 
wounds open and discharged the re- 
deeming clnret. A crucifix had been 
her mother's constant companion. So 
you see, wher, yonr reproduce, you may 
expect a monkey by reversion; a 
lunatic by inheritance or a caricatur* 
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ion effects in millions of years, 
gestation effects in nind months. If 
that doesn't prove Darwinism, what 
the devil does it prove? Reversion 
shows in the male mnnae. They were 
functional. Otherwise, we shouldn't 
have them. Like most other orna- 
ments, they are ornamental because 
thev were useful. Once more, what 
means the 
base, in * 



pre-Adamite exit 
for the ancestral trial. The rudimen- 
tary were functional. But disuse is 
the mother of uselessness. To keep 
anything, make it pay for its keep. 
Or, it will shrink into a present mem- 
ory of past usefulness. 
Don't marry an old acquaintance. 



source of ignorance. What kind of a 
daughter do you expect from a moth- 
er whose legs have aitrophied into 
"limbs!" Should a girl's physiolo- 
gal knowledge be inverse to her mod- 
esty? Hasn't she the right to know 
her '>ody. that any other engineer has 
to know his engine t Is discussing 
body worse than discussing mind ? In- 
spinal nocence has too long been the proof 
ng infant ? Th it of innocence. We seem to think it 
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to stock breeders. The English exper- 
imented many years to get a deer 
hound. Thirty years of crossing and 
recrossing erave a mongrel : another 
ten, the deer hound. Suppose yon 
had bred folks for years, to {ret a 
Freethinker, and after all this tronb'e 
and expense, had nothing to show but 
a Socialist. 
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We often see a blonde in a familv of 
brunettes. This is especially notice- 
able among our colored families. 
What is commoner than hsboon typos 
among the Catholic Irish! This 
sounds as flatterincr to posterity as 
disrespectful to ancestors. But it's 
true. Reversion shows more trlcnrlv 
in the young, because it has been less 
effected with the artificially of en- 

H mmt What is a baby but a 

hairless monkey T Duriner gestation, 
the offspring, passing through each 
animal phase, reaches the human 
Phase. Then birth occurs, and the 
arrival is said to have a sonl and to 
be elifrible for hell. When the child, 
as I take it. is born before e vol vine 
from prehistoric phase, it resembles 
some remote ancestor. The her- 
mathrodite, for instance! Darwin 
says our most distant ancestors were 
double sexed. Think of being uncer- 
tain whether yon are a lady or a gen- 
Gestation is simply quick 
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recall some ante-matrimonial fan!' 
The marriage service should be the 
burial service of the dead past. Don 't 
let recollection resurrect family skel- 
etons. The immortality of (ce- 
dents is the death of love. Don't 
bunk on your wife's forget f nines*. 
Never mistake the suspended anima- 
tion of a woman's memory for its 
death. There never was a domestic 
squabble in which the wife didn't 
spring something on her husband, 
which he'd cither thought she hadn't 
known or would have sworn she had 
forgotten. All this comes of marry- 
ing your "first love." You needn't 
advertise for a wife. Advertised 
wives advertised husbands. But keep 
cool! Go 'way from home! Look 
'round! Above all. go where tin wom- 
en will have no chance to compare 
notes and say. "Why he told 
same thing!" Find your wife at n.» 
great a distance as possible. Then 
keep her 
daughter. 

The "mother-in-law joke" may be 
stale. But a stale mother-in-law Is 
no joke. Why should folks joke about 
about an epedemis. Some affliction* 
are too sacred for facetiousness. > 
mother-in-law in the house is like I 
Socialist at a Freethought meeting: 
the uninvited doing all the talking: 
the storm center of the domestic ty 
phon; the vortex of conjugal squalls: 
a chronic reminder that two was com- 
pany, three is a crowd. The m-ther- 
In-law is the only thing that with- 
stands evolution. Causes, that affect 
even the Westminster Confession of 
Faith, do "pass her by as doth the 
idle wind, which he regards not.' 
As she was in Juvenal's time, *he is 
now. As she was in the begin 
she is and ever will be; world without 
end! Yesterday, today and forever! 
Of course there are exceptions to all 
rules. But in some rules, the excep- 
tions are powerful scarce. So when 
your wife says: "Wouldn't it be nice 
to have Ma pay us a month's visit?' 
say, "No!" "Month," in mother-in 
law chronology, means "eternity' 
in son-in-law vernacular. When tht 
old laddy is moored bow-and-stern 
in your home, it's too late to kick. 
The efficacy of prayer is limited; the 
age of miracles past. 

Marriage should be the guarantee 
of the home; the sheet anchor of com- 
mon decency. But legal hap-hazard 
conjunction is no better than tree 
communion. Promiscuous breeding 
visits the sins of the parents on both 
children and community. Many a mar- 
riage certificate is a letter of marque 
to generate lunatics, a carte blanche 
to glut the penitentiary. Religion 
can't sanetifv camp meetiners. Now. 
who sees a Methodist church without 
thinking of a camp meeting! Mystery 
is the source of prudery; prudery the 



takes a dunce to be decent. The aver- 
age young woman needs nothing elst 
much as an introduction to herself 
course preachers oppose such in 
formation. But those who breed God: 
by crossing virgins with ghosts, an 
poor authorities on ordinary precrea- 
tion. As I'm in this tenement, I'll 
study it. It may be superfluous here- 
after. Tt seems to b« one of Kidder's 
essentials here. I'm losing no sleep 
over my soul. I've bequeathed that 
Jehovah and Old Nick, share 
share alike. I want no contest over 
my e.-tate. We inherited a pew in the 
Presbyterian church, some years ago. 
Up-to-date, there has been no discord 
over that pew. How sweet it is for 
brethren in unity to dwell! 

I hear Mormon mothers and chil- 
dren are healthier than ours. Mr. 
Young left forty Mrs. Youngs, 
seventy odd Youngsters; one child 
and a fraction by each wife. I 
reckoning, of course, from official : 
turns. Tsn't one child and a fracti 
by one wife, more humane than ten 
children by one wiTe? The majority 
of wives are terribly abused. At least, 
making one woman stock a village 
doesn't impress as marked eonsidera 
tion. A woman marries, graduates in 
arithmetical progression and wondi 
why she is a physical and nerve 
wreck How would you like to bear 
a child every two years for Iwent; 
years, then go to hell for .'ouhting the 
Immaculate Conception? Two chil- 
dren are sufficient for any woman 
Fewer means a spoilt child; more, a 
spoilt mother. Children, like teeth, 
cause trouble befi re they come, after 
they come, after they go Mrs. Blank, 
of onr physical culture class, said: 
"I have nine children. But a baby is 
welcomv. whenever God sends it. 
That's what husbands call "dome 
ticity," preachers and pious old 
maids "resignation." It strikes 
that that sister needs mental culture 
more than physical culture. When 
woman ceases to be a fool, she will 
cease to be a multiplication table. 
Few Californians have large families. 
We don't stay married long enough. 
Marriage is more or less of a monoto- 
ny, this side of Rockies. Ten per cent 
of us are divorced; lifteen going to 
be; seventy-five want to be. 

I believe in divorce. I believe in 
anything that can be twisted into a 
proclamation of emancipation. Di- 
vorce may be more sacred than mar- 
riage; undoing, better than doing; se- 
cession, preferable to union. Divorce 
is relief in reserve; the bow of prom- 
ise brightening the cloud of misery: 
the newest gift of liberty to the old- 
est form of slavery. Agree, before 
marriage to turn each other loose on 
demand. Marriage should be: "twr 
souls, with but a single thought ; twe; 
hearts that beat as one." When one 
soul begins to extend its mental scope, 
or one heart varies the rhythm of its 
intercostal tattoo, QUIT! Divorce is 
rare in the South. While the South- 
ern wilt has no more grounds for it 
than has the Northern wife, she seems 
to have more. The Northern husband 
can hide his tricks, but the Southern 
husband can't disguise his complex 
ion. To test male morality give it a 



dark background. My sister, don't 
look for a vestial in pants. If he be 
half way decent, take him and call 
him a bargain. If he keep so, freeze 
to him and call him a miracle. 

"Love in a cottage" is life in a 
poor-house. Don't marry for the hon- 
or of being your husband's cook. 
Don't let Cupid hitch up for the glory 
of starving to death in cahoot. Don't 
blush for your celibacy. Queen Eliza- 
beth was an old maid. Don't vacate 
• "virgin thorn" for some fourth 
conservatory. A "rose distilled." 
not be attar of rose. But. what 
1 yon be, don't be a bride of 
Christ. The heavenly harem is over- 
tocked. Some time. I think Christ 
delays his second coming because 
there are so many Mrs. Jesnses wait- 
ing for him. Don't worry about the 
oil till the bridegroom comes. W.ut 
till he shows up before you make a 
fuss over the kerosine. Again, mar- 
riage may not be t he unexpected. Tf 
worse cotTw-s uHUfcat, be an old maid 
and write a book on. "What T know 
about children." It may not be a very 
ponderous volume, but the greatest 
comfort, next to "being there." is 
convincing others what "We'd have 
done, if we'd been there." Finally, 
dearly beloved, I would that you re- 
main as I am, if you see no better 
chance than T see. 

We hear much of "forbearance," 
forbearance, to bring happiness, must 
be mutual. Chronic humoring by one 
begets chronic humoring hy the other. 
Tyranny is born of slavery. Few of 
us can stand eternal pampering. Look 
at the preachers! Unabridged pa- 
tience breeds abridged patience; ab- 
ject submission, absolute arrogance. 
Doesn't a soft answer turn away 
wrath? Tt may, the first month. But 
we commonly receive what we allow, 
in this world. Two idiots love on 
sight. They marry. Flowers! Wed- 
ing presents! Congratulations! Snr- 
pliced choir sings "0 perfect Love!" 
Within six months, they are raising 
perfect hell. When they first meet, 
they are on their good behavior. Nov- 
elty, like distanee, enchants. Then 
come experience. Every fault is mag- 
nified through disappointment. "Mu- 
tual selfishness ensue*. And, if there 
be any cussednew unborn of selfish- 
ness, I'd like to hear it. Would you 
look for a desirable brood from such 
a combination? I'd as soon look for 
prize cetters from a pair of mad dogs 
or for a new Messiah in an old maid " 
retreat. Love, like any ether disease, 
can be caught on sight. You needn't 
be introduced to a stranger to con 
tract his small-pox. 

Such love, however, ia a poor prep- 
aration for married life. Be not only 
mutually forbearing, but mutually 
truthfulness, to learn too much. Few 
facts in married life are extracted by 
cross examination. Paul says: "If a 
wife would know anything, let her ask 
her husband." The trouble is, if he 
if he knew anything worth knowing 
he'll tell her without her asking. But 
if he knew anything woth knowing 
that she doesn't know, would know 
and ought to know, he's mighty apt 
to lie about it. If the wife w 
know anything, let her ask some other 
woman. But never try to secure au- 
thentic data hy pumping the old man. 

Should Protestants and Catholics 
intermarry? In my judgment, No! 
No ! ! crosses for men, matrimonial or 
religious! No hybrids, physical or 
spiritual! I never saw a mule that 
wasn't meaner than a jackass; a mu- 
latto that wasn't meaner than a nig- 
ger. Protestants should marry any 



Catholics. Religion is, to the Protes- 
unto you, ttwre is more joy in Catho- 
lics whole existence. Some mixed 
marriages are happy. The majority 
are compromises for peace sake. As 
one. whose beloved relative turned 
Methodist, T feel that I am an author- 
ity on "evil communications corrupt- 
ing good manners. Catholics claim 
to oppose such marriages. But I say 
unto you. theres more joy in Catho- 
licism over one Protestant who begets 
one Catholic, than over ninety-nine 
Catholics who need no begetting. If 
you be Protestant, would you like to 
see your wife wreathing the Pope's 
chromo with immortelles? If you be 
Catholic, would your appetite for 
breakfast be stimulated by your eyea 
first opening on Billy Sunday's pho- 
tograph? Either picture affects me 
like the Sacrament on an empty stom- 
ach. 

Is a clerical husband the proper 
caper? Don't roarrv a r 
never been contradicted, 
is only saying what yon please and 
calling contradiction "blasphemy." 
A preacher is a grown up spoilt child. 
The man who is deified by : 
men's wives, natnrallv expects deifi- 
cation from his own wife. If he be 
loaded with public precept, he'll have 
little room for domestic example. 
Theory may amp •Tftnfioft The 
sign board, pointing cut the ?»»«d, 
doesn't share 'he fflHorMei of the 
journey. A man, glorified by tho** 
who don't know him. for preaching 
what he doesn't know, is neither truly 
practical nor pricticaUv true. Marry 
a preacher! I'd rather be the Virgin 
Mary, intrigue with the Presbyterian 
Jehovah and advertise Mm !itr.er in 
the "Irish World." If bent on a 
theological alliance, ma-ry the devil. 
Perhaps T'm prejudiced. But I i>ee 
improvement in neither Trinity nor 
clergy. Old Nick, on the contrary, 
seems to me, to have improved since 
my boyhood. 

Marriage is the prosaic born of the 
poetical. To be happy, realize in each 
other the ideal that foolished you. I 
know nothing of this "affinity" busi- 
ness. But, I believe, in every gander 
there is a subtle fitness for some 
goose. I know many happy couples; 
many more who say they are; still 
more who remain in matrimony from 
deference to public opinion. I know 
of several folks who remain in the 
penitentiary from a similar cause. 

Don't make married life too 
practical. Invite sentiment to visit 
you occasionally. T'm glad marriage 
is being modified to fit the times. Ev- 
ery year the old fashioned sacramen- 
tal thralldom is losing "sanctity." 
Before long a preacher will have no 
more power to join than to separate; 
to get folks into trouble than to get 
them out. Contractors will be sub- 
ject to quarantine before contracting. 
A woman will understand that, while 
"Mother" is the holiest name in any 
language, "old maid" is not blasphe- 
my. She will learn that propagating 
a regiment of children, grovelling be- 
fore man and worshipping the clergy 
are not woman's whole mission. Then, 
and not till then, shall we spend less 
time studying animals and devote 
more care to man. 



ASTONISHING 

A little girl was trying to count the 
trees from the window of a train. 
She exclaimed in wonde-, "How fast 
they run; and they've only one. leg!' 
—Woman's Journal. 



